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Book Reviews
Barron, T. A. Heartlight.
Philomel, 1990. ISBN 0-399-22180-8. $15.95. 272 pp.
B+
5-9
Fl

Barron's Heartlight engages its characters, an aging scientist Miles Prancer and his
grand daughter, Kate Gordon, in a classic battle against evil. Grandfather has produced
a substance which allows him to travel to any part of the universe so he goes to the star
Trethoniel to find out why the energy of the sun is being destroyed. Kate follows him
and discovers that her love for her Grandfather tips the balance in their favor as they
struggle to restore the balance between good and evil, and save the solar system and the
universe.
Barron creates convincing characters in Kate, a lonely child whose only company and
friend has been her grandfather. Less convincing is the subject of his scientific
studies-butterflies who emit pure light and eventually become the means of transportation
to the distant star, Trethoniel. The butterflies themselves sounded contrived to me,
perhaps because no study of butterflies has even hinted at hidden powers of butterflies.
It would have been easier to believe unusual qualities about eagles or dolphins or whales
that apparently have amounts of intelligence that we don ' t understand, or an appearance
that is regal and commanding; however, once the butterflies started talking, they became
more real. The conflict was gripping and the resolution satisfying, even though the aging
grandfather dies at the end. His death does raise the question as to whether Kate has
learned, through this experience, to relate to anyone besides her grandfather. I guess
Barron will have to write another book to answer that question because it does not come
through strongly in this one.
- LilIian Heil

***

Bennett, James. I Can Hear the Mourning Dove.
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1990. ISBN 0-395-53623-5. $14.95. 197 pp.

*

10 +
Fl

A powerful account of a disturbed young girl battling her way back after the death of
her father, I Call Hear the Mourning Dove opens in the psychiatric ward of a hospital
where Grace has been placed after an attempted suicide. IntelIigent and sensitive, Grace
struggles with her own self-worth. Blessed with a mother who, although striving to make
a living, is remarkably supportive and understanding of the problems her daughter is
facing, Grace struggles to merge her worlds into the present. Another influence in

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1990

1

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 11 [1990], Iss. 5, Art. 3
Children's Book Review 7
race's life is friendship: first with DeeDee, one of the most beautiful and popular girls
n school, and later with Luke Wolfe, a rebellious young man Grace meets in the hospital.
eeDee brings acceptance and warmth when Grace believes that she is totally alone.
uke is in the same hospital as Grace for a psychiatric evaluation after he pulls the plug
n his friend who is suffering from a totally disabling motorcycle accident. His needs
or acceptance are even greater than Grace' s and the friendship that develops between
hese two is enriching to them both.
The inside back cover of the book cover tells us that James Bennett is a teacher's aide
r mentally handicapped teenagers and that he spends much of his spare time working
th disturbed children.
His mission in life is to ·shed understanding on the
wilderment and confusion of mental illness and the courage with which young people
ckle their lives.· 10 this, his first book for young adults, Bennett has certainly fulfilled
at desire. His characters are believably real. Written in first person present, the novel
ickly leads the reader into the heart and soul of this extraordinary young woman.
nnett has the astounding ability to get the reader into the thoughts and feelings of his
aracters. There were times that I felt that I was Grace and I would have to consciously
ll myself back into my world.
A caution to those who have students reading this book who have similar problems
thei r own lives: be prepared to discuss I Can Hear the Mourning Dove. It is not a
book to be read without some interaction between reader and teacher/librarian. Bravo to
James Bennett! May he write many more such insightful and inspiring books.
-Helen Hoopes

***

Branley, Franklyn M. The Christmas Sky. Illustrated by Stephen Fieser.
Thomas Y. Crowell, 1966 (text) 1990 (illustrations). ISBN 0-690-04770-3. $14.95.
47 pp.
The Bible tells us that on the night Jesus was born, a special star arose in the East.

It was this star that the Wise Men followed to come and worship the young child. Over

the centuries since that time, much thought and research has gone into trying to learn
more about that star. The Christmas Sky (first published in 1966) is a book for young
people that explores the theories offering an explanation. Franklyn Branley (Astronomer
Emeritus and former Chairman of the American Museum-Hayden Planetarium) is a
renown science writer for young people. He discusses meteors, comets, and nova, and
from his study, tries to pinpoint when Jesus was actually born. Would it surprise you to
know that he believes the birth took place in the spring? The book is filled with
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references to the events that surrounded the birth of Jesus as well as scientific information
about The Christmas Sky.
This new edition is illustrated by first-time children's book illustrator Stephen Fieser.
Using dark, rich colors, Fieser makes this account of the Christmas story an enjoyable
one. We hope he does more illustrating for children.
- Helen Hoopes

***

Chandra, Deborah. Balloons and other Poems. Illustrated by Leslie Bowman
Farrar Straus Giroux, 1990. ISBN 0-374-30509-9. $12.95. 39 pp.

*

Pre-6

OT

This is a truly outstanding book of poetry. The poems are about things most children
experience such as balloons, piggyback rides, dogs, fireworks, and wind. Each page
turned reveals a subtle pencil drawing that illustrates the mood and the subject of the
poem. The poetry is perfect for reading aloud to all ages.
The most striking thing about these poems is the rhythm, the phrasing, and the sounds
of the words which allow you to feel and experience the subject. As you read the
following poem, imagine the waves going up and down on the seashore.
The Sea
Clutching at the rocky cliffs,
The discontented sea
Slides slowly back into itself
On slippery hands and knees.
Gripping with its long green arms ,
it hugs the grainy sand,
Searching for a fingerhold
To climb out on dry land.

***
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Cohen, Daniel. The Ghosts of War.
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1990. ISBN 0-299-33300-6. $13.95. 95 pp.
In the introduction to this book, the reader is warned by Daniel Cohen that he is "not
ying to prove or disprove anything. [He is] quite simply recounting for [our]
ntertainment some [ghost] tales that people have believed. . . . Remember the best ghost
les are always supposed to be true-even if they aren't." There then follows eighteen
hapters of various ghost stories which all have "war" as their common theme. Many
ifferent nationalities and periods of time are covered, and we visit haunted houses,
irplanes, and battlefields, as well as isolated places in the desert. The book is quite
ell-written and easy to follow, and only a little scary, but I do wish that Cohen had
egun his book with one of the ghost stories instead of a boring look at various
attlefields throughout time and place. I almost did not continue and that would have
een a shame because the rest of the book is great reading.
One of my favorite stories was about the "Return Flight" of an B-24 airplane that was
turning to England after a bombing mission to Germany during the spring of 1943. The
an telling the story was the copilot and was unable to fly the plane by himself. Just
efore they were to return, the captain was seriously injured. The copilot took the
ontrols and, with the captain giving detailed instructions during the entire hour flight,
ey returned to England. When he had successfully landed the B-24, he was
omplimented for bringing in the badly damaged airplane. The copilot gave full credit
the captain who had "talked" him home. The surgeon then took the copilot aside and
ld him that the captain had been "shot in the head. He died instantly, and he's been
ead for nearly an hour." And much more of the same. Enjoy, but read in the daylight!
-Helen Hoopes

A8+
NF

***

ooper, Ilene. Choosing Sides.
William Morrow and Company, 1990. ISBN 0-688-07934-2. $12.95. 218 pp.
Jonathan Rossi, sixth grader, is a victim of his father's expectations. The father is
gung-ho sports addict who expects both Jon and his older brother to try out for sports,
nd then eat, sleep, breathe, and succeed at sports, season in and season out. Jonathan,
t first willing to go along with his father's plans, tries out for the middle school
asketball team. He wins a place on the team, but doesn't play particularly well in spite
f long hours of practice. Soon, he begins to look wistfully at other activities that he
sed to have the time to enjoy, such as reading a good book and spending time with
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Robin Miller. Before long, he fmds himself dreading basketball practice, but he dreads
discussing his feelings with his father even more.
Cooper's young characters are likeable, and Jonathan's quandary is well presented.
This is certainly not a book to return to again and again, but is enjoyable enough for
young people of either sex to wile away a few hours. The moral dilemma that Jonathan
faces (which, conveniently, is also helpful in his fulfilling a school assignment relating
to truth and consequences) might even give the reader something further to think about
once the book is fmished. Then again, maybe not .
-Robbin Olsen Major

***

dePaola, Tomi. Little Grunt and the Big Egg.
Holiday House, 1990. ISBN 0-8234-0730-6. $14.95. 32 pp.
A
1-3

PB

This fairy tale begins with "once upon a time" to introduce a family of prehistoric,
fur-coated cave dwellers called the "Grunts." The smallest Grunt brings home an
enormous egg for Sunday brunch, only to have a dinosaur hatch from it, "Crack, Clunk,
Plop . . . . " George, the dinosaur, becomes the family pet until he grows too large for
the cave and is sent away.
When the volcano next to the family home erupts, all seems lost until George comes
to the rescue, and the Grunts live happily ever after. This is a satisfying tale with a
theme of prevailing friendship. The Flintstones cartoons were the original inspiration for
the book.
Characteristic of dePaola's work, chunky, penciled shapes bring the eccentric Grunt
family to life, complete with allergies and distinctive personalities. His watercolor
washes sparkle through a judicious use of color and negative space. The text, in a simple
large type, is in keeping with the storyline with each illustration framed in orange and
black. Unfortunately, the cover is rather bland and uninviting. The prospective reader
must open the book in order to be drawn into this tale.
-Sirpa Grierson

***

Dorros, Arthur. Rain Forest Secrets.
Scholastic, 1990. ISBN 0-590-43369-5 . $13.95. Unpaginated.
A
2-5
NF

This non-fiction picture book contains a wealth of information about tropical rain
forests. The pages constantly divulge interesting little tidbits. For example, can you tell
from looking at the picture on the adjacent page what a caiman is? Did you know that
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there are three levels of the forest that support divergent and numerous different kinds of
life? Do you know what air plants are and how they help support the vast forest? How
long does it take for a sloth to digest a meal? Have you ever seen a clear-wing butterfly?
Did you know that these magnificent and marvelous trees breath back into the air, threefourths of all the rain they get? The author not only lets us peek into the majestic
atmosphere of a rain forest, but he also tells us of it's plight. It is systematically being
destroyed. He adds his plea for us to become one of its advocates and even lists a half
page of addresses where we can write and learn more.
This book would be a fantastic beginning for an ecology unit, a starting place for a
science project, and a just-plain-fascinating read .
-Vicky M. Turner

***

isher, Leonard Everett. The Oregon Trail.
Holiday House, 1990. ISBN 0-8234-0833-7. $14.95. 64 pp.
Leonard Everett Fisher has written a short readable account of the Oregon Trail.
llustrated with old drawings, documents, maps, and photographs, this book will help the
eader learn about the history of the trail and the people who travelled it. You will find
ut about special and well-known travelers like Marcus Whitman, John Fremont, and Jim
Bridger. The account of Bridger is accompanied by a photograph of a gaunt, tall looking
man with a scraggly beard and a straightforward gaze. Groups such as the Mormons and
he Donner Party are described. Fisher also tells of the mixed responses of Indian tribes
who were not happy about the influx of White people on their living space. The bulk of
he book focuses on the ways a wagon train made it over the trial, how streams were
rossed, what a covered wagon carried, how to protect a train against Indians and the
aily schedule of the rigorous 2000 mile trail.
The black-and-white photos seem to fit the harsh reality of what Fisher calls "the
argest outdoor camping caravan ever seen in America." The solemn, staring poses of
pioneer family pictures add to that feeling of difficulty and danger.
The one complaint I have relates more to the design as it relates to the choice of a
olored reproduction of a Bierstadt painting for the jacket photo and the black-and-white
format in the book. The painting was a brilliant flame-hued scene of a covered wagon
against towering peaks entitled "The Oregon Trail." It sounds logical enough for a book
about the Oregon trail but I realized after I got into the book (with its somber black and
white pictures) that I'd picked it party because of the promise of the beauty of the trail
so dramatically (as is usual with his romanticized view) portrayed by Bierstadt. I was
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disappointed that that same beauty was not captured in the book. Fisher does include
some paintings of the landscape (some by Miller and one by Bierstadt), but they are all
black and white. Fisher also quotes from Meriwether Lewis's journal about the beautiful
"cascades of water and the sublimely grand" scenery. It made me wonder if not one
pioneer looked at some of the vast prairies (which do have a loveliness of their own),
craggy Rockies, forests , and streams, and saw beauty. Were they too tired and worried
to write about it in their journals? Some of those people must have experienced a sudden
intake of breath as they saw the panorama of the Oregon Trail unfolding before them.
If they didn't, I'd really like some writer-historian to find out why.
-Lillian Heil

***

Greenwald, Sheila. Mariah Delany'S Author-of-the-Month Club.
Little, Brown, 1990. ISBN 0-316-32713-1. $13.95. 124 pp.
A
3-6
FI

Mariah Delany is always into projects-lemonade stands, teaching the harmonica,
selling plants, even a lending library. So, when her mother notices that "look " in
Mariah 's eyes, again , she begins to worry. Mariah ' s projects always turn out to be more
ambitious than anyone plans-and are usually disastrous in some ways. This time,
however, Mariah knows her plan is a good one and her new club will be a tremendous
success. A recent school assembly where an author had spoken had been the inspiration
for her idea. She was going to begin a club where each month an author visits and
speaks to children. Poor Mariah, as predicted, her club begins to run her life and ruin
her homework. Her first meeting is a flop, her second is complicated by a crotchety
author who doesn't want to be there, and the third complicates her family's life when the
author shows up from Kalamazoo expecting room and board while he tries to make a
second go of writing. Mariah is in lots of trouble again and her science project is due
at school.
This is a fast-paced, warmly funny book about a girl and her love of being involved.
Mariah is outrageously child-like and tenderly innocent. And in the end, both author and
reader learn that each are human. The plot will keep you in stitches, and if you ' re a
librarian looking for a success story about books, this is it!
-Vicky M. Turner

***
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arshman, Marc. A Little Excitement. Illustrated by Ted Rand.
E. P. Dutton, 1989. ISBN 0-525-65001-6 . $12.95. Unpaginated.
A young country boy, terribly bored with the long winter and his pestering sisters,
stens as his grandma tells of exciting times in her childhood. He wishes for a little
xcitement in his own life. Grandma warns him to be careful what he wishes for.
In the middle of the following night, his mom hears a tremendous roar and wakes
ad, who rushes downstairs to find that the stove has overheated and ignited the tar builtp in the chimney. As the family rushes for safety, the boy wonders if he's getting his
ish. The family works together, frantically trying to keep the rooffrom catching on fire
until at last, the volunteer firemen arrive in their pickups to help put out the blaze. Only
then can the family let go of their fear. The boy decides that he will appreciate his sisters
more and remember how brave they are. Maybe they can even "put their head together
and come up with their own excitement. "
Harshman's writing invites the reader into the emotions of his characters. You feel
a part of the boredom, the sibling rivalry, and later, the fear and dismay as the house
bums, and finally, the relief and thankfulness as all the neighbors gather to share cakes
and cookies and laughter.
Ted Rand has a wonderful way with light and shadow and he makes good use of it
in this story.
-Kathe C. Homer

A
2+
FI

***

Hest, Amy. The Ring and the Window Seat. Illustrated by Deborah Haeffele.
Scholastic, 1990. ISBN 0-590-41350-3. $13.95. Unpaginated.
"Aunt Stella's about as old as you can get. Her hair is winter-white and feathered
lines around her eyes crinkle like tissue paper on Christmas morning. She tells the best
stories and she's my favorite person in all the world." Thus begins a journey into the
lives of three people: Aunt Stella, George, and his daughter Karin. The journey is told
in prose that at times seems to be poetry. The memories come from a ruined birthday,
the year that Aunt Stella was the same age as Annie. Emotions arise because the story
is told with sensitivity and love.
Karin is George's daughter who still lives in war-tom Europe, and George, now in
America, is desperately trying to save the money to have her sent safely here. Because
Stella's parents are kind and caring people, they hire George to build Stella a window seat
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for her birthday. As George and Stella work together on the seat she learns about Karin
and learns to love her.
The prose and illustrations go together like hand and glove. The story, although
softly sentimental, is told in such a way as to encourage children to reach into the past
of any elderly relatives they may have. Hopefully, they will find an "Aunt Stella. "
-Vicky M. Turner

***

Holland, Isabelle. The Journey Home.
Scholastic, 1990. ISBN 0-590-43110-2. $13.95. 211 pp.
A

J+
Ff

Before their mother died, she made plans for a better life for 12-year-old Maggie and
her 7-year-old sister, Annie. They had both been living in the slums of New York and
were now spending some time at the Children's Aid Society hoping to be sent to a newly
settled family in the West. The Society was finding it hard to find a new home for the
girls because they were trying to respect the mother's request to keep the two girls
together.
When a family is finally selected, the girls begin the long train journey that will take
them to their new Kansas home. Many children are going, and one by one they are
accepted by the families who sent for them. When they finally reach Kansas, Marggie
and Annie are nearly rejected because there are two of them. In their new home Annie
easily adapts, but Maggie is expected to help the ailing" Aunt" Priscilla and her bedridden mother, Mrs. Vanderpool. Maggie begins to feel like a servant as she does the
chores, helps Aunt Priscilla, and tends to Mrs. Vanderpool's demanding needs, while
Annie is allowed to play. The story's depressing beginning, leads the characters to
believe that happiness cannot be attained in this harsh prairie setting. Expectations are
not being met, either on the side of the girls or their newly adopted parents. It takes a
near tragedy to bring both sides to the realization that love is budding in this unlikely
family.
The novel brings to life the plight of extremely poor children and the desperate need
of some pioneer families. It portrays the harsh life that existed on the prairie in the
1800's. The characters are real people with personal and philosophical differences who
learn that these differences can be accepted and finally loved.
-Vicky M . Turner

***
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Hoobler, Dorothy and Thomas. The Age of Hirohito.
Walker, 1990. ISBN 0-8027-6967-5. $15.95 . 176 pp.
Dorothy and Thomas Hoobler have produced a fascinating biography of Emperor
Hirohito, the World War II leader of Japan, who ironically had, many years before,
chosen "showa" (enlightened peace) as the focus of his reign.
I don't remember hating Hirohito during the war, but I suspect that many of the other
Asian nations and the American GI's who suffered from the brutality of Japanese
occupation or the death march nightmare in the Philippines looked on him as a perpetrator
of evil. This book very clearly explains the figurehead purpose of the emperor whose
sheltered and remote life kept him from knowing much of what his ambitious army
leaders were planning and doing. The Hooblers also describe how the Samurai tradition
gave power and status to the modem military leaders and how their dedication to "honor
above life itself" influenced so many top leaders to commit suicide rather than accept
defeat.
The mixture of fierce dedication to honor, and love of beauty which produced
warriors who wrote poetry is foreign to western countries; but what a powerful nation
these same influences have produced in the post-war years. What might appear to be a
story of failure is actually the success story of a complex and fascinating culture we could
well borrow from in solving some of our own problems.
The Hooblers have written a very readable biography because it contains not just facts
but personal anecdotes, statements made at critical periods in history, and photographs
showing the gentle man who was trapped in the role of an emperor who made no
decisions. I don't suppose it will ever happen, and perhaps it would not be wise, but it
surely would be interesting to read the diary of this ruler of Japan who was revered for
so many years as a god.
-Lillian Heil

B
K-2
PB

***

Kaye, Marilyn. The Real Tooth Fairy. Illustrated by Helen Cogancherry.
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1990. ISBN 0-15-265780-0. $12.95. Unpaginated.
In The Real Tooth Fairy, young Elise loses a tooth and decides to pretend to be asleep
so that she can see what the Tooth Fairy really looks like. To her surprise, the Tooth
Fairy turns out to be her mother. Instead of drawing the natural adult conclusion, she
draws a conclusion fit for a chi ld who still has an unshakable belief in magic: her mother
must be the real Tooth Fairy! She is so proud, she brags at school the next day . But a
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few days later, when one of her friends loses a tooth, he claims the real Tooth Fairy is
his dad, not Elise's mother. Elise, troubled, finally talks it over with her mother who is
able to explain how the Tooth Fairy works in a way that leaves Elise's belief intact.
The first few pages of The Real Tooth Fairy plodded along like a foot-sore pedestrian.
"Swell," I caught myself thinking, "a handbook for parents on how to explain away the
Tooth Fairy." The nice, realistic watercolor illustrations added to that feeling. However,
the story took an unexpected tum and then ended in a little sparkle of magic, leaving me
pleasantly surprised. The Real Tooth Fairy doesn't have a Disneyland finale. It's just
a nice little book that helps to draw out, for a willing child, the magic of trading teeth for
quarters.
-Robbin Olsen Major

***

Kraus, Robert. Musical Max. Illustrated by Jose Aruego and Ariane Dewey.
Simon & Schuster Books, 1990. ISBN 0-671-68681-X. $13.95. Unpaginated.
A

Prc-2
PB

Max, a turquoise hippo, and the hero of Robert Kraus's latest offering, is very
musical. In fact, Max can play any instrument-and does (for a number of pages:
drums, bagpipes, flute, recorder . . . ) while family, friends, and neighbors complain.
But when he stops (be's "not in the mood"), the complaints all tum into the question:
When will Max be musical again?
Kraus's story, like all of Kraus's stories, is simple, direct, and funny. Musical Max
is enhanced by a neighborhood of animals in bright, jazzy colors that don't just
hum-they clash and crash and blat and jingle. The end result is like a toddler beating
on a pan with a wooden spoon: loud and happy!
-Robbin Olsen Major

***

Krementz, Jill. A Very Young Skier.
Dial Books, 1990. ISBN 0-8037-0823-8. $14.89. Unpaginated.
A
K-3

NF
PB

Krementz's book about A Very Young Skier is an excellent introduction to the sport.
Children will learn about the equipment needed, the skills to develop, and the ways in
which one eight-year-old is enjoying both down-hill and cross-country skiing.
Eight-year-old Stephanie's enthusiasm for the sport comes through in both
photographs and text. It sounds like an eight-year-old narrating the explanations of
getting fitted, why bindings are adjusted to body weight and ability, and the kind of
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clothes and skin protection one needs to enjoy skiing. The "kinder" races, cross country
skiing with grandma, swimming in heated pools (after a hard day of skiing), and sleigh
rides with the family make skiing sound like a very attractive sport for children. The
drawnback is the expense, though it does make economic sense to rent equipment for fastgrowing children. What would really help would be to have a father or mother on the
ski patrol.
-Lillian Heil

***

Latimer, Jim. When Moose Was Young. Illustrated by Donald Carrick.
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1990. ISBN 0-684-18932-1. $13.95 . Unpaginated.
If A. A. Milne were alive today and writing a book about a moose instead of a Pooh,
When Moose Was Young might very well have been the result. Moose's stories of
growing up in Moosewood (bordered by Crab Apple Wood and the Broccoli Forest) are
Pooh-like in their themes of friendship and adventure. Latimer writes of Moose setting
off to rescue Skunk from the dangers of the Broccoli Forest, of Moose kicking up his
heels with a gobble of celebrating turkeys, of Moose observing Porcupine settling into
Pigeon's nest, and of Moose traveling with Fox in search of a carousel dream.
These are feel-good tales-without glitz and sparkle, but with a gentle staying power
that, like Milne's Pooh stories, feature positive themes such as caring, tolerance, loyalty,
and affection. Moose is endearingly drawn in Jim Latimer's words, and his character is
enhanced by the late Donald Carrick's warm watercolor renderings. Tenderly told, with
subtle humor and lovely illustrations, When Moose Was Young is a good book to share
with thoughtful young readers.
-Robbin Olsen Major

A

1-3
FI

***

Levinson, Nancy Smiler. Christopher Columbus, Voyager to the Unknown.
Lodestar Dutton, 1990. ISBN 0-525-67292-3 . $16.95. 118 pp.
Roop , Peter and Connie, editors. I Columbus, My 10urnal1492-3. Illustrated by Peter
E. Hanson.
Walker and Company, 1990. ISBN 0-525-67292-3. $16.95. 118 pp.
I wasn't smart enough to figure out why so many authors were producing books about
Columbus. I had enjoyed comparing Meltzer's Columbus and the World Around Him
with Jean Fritz's short Where Do You Think You're Going, Christopher Columbus?
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(1980), but I wondered at Columbus's new popularity when I also discovered I Columbus,

My Journal (1990) (edited by Peter and Connie Roop, and Levinson's Christopher

Columbus also with a 1990 publication date. Levinson provided the reason which you've
probably already figured out-we are approaching the quincentenary celebration of the
discovery of American in 1992. That seems to be just cause for new investigations into
the life of a stubborn visionary who was a master sailor and who changed the world by
his determination to find a route to Marco Polo's Cathay.
Young readers will enjoy the first hand account of Columbus in his journal account
of that momentous first voyage. The journal isn't taken from Columbus's original
document, but it's almost the original. When Columbus presented his log to Queen
Isabella upon his return, she ordered a scribe to make an exact copy of it. The original
disappeared after Isabella's death in 1504, so this version is from the copy made for
Isabella. It was translated by Robert Fuson in 1987 and edited by the Roops. The log
lets the reader know how Columbus wanted people to view him because it sounds as if
he were always writing to an audience. Indeed, he announces that he is writing down
everything he sees and does to carry out the commandments received from the rulers of
Spain-as if this were his report of how he discharged his weighty responsibilities.
Children will probably be as intrigued as I was at the way Columbus changed the miles
covered each day (less than the actual number traveled) so that sailors wouldn't be
frightened about how far away they were from home. Another strong theme is
Columbus's absolute confidence that what he was doing is right-what determination he
had!
Levinson's book provides the reader with other people's opinions of Columbus. She
shows the mistakes that were made, the cruelty towards the Indians, the futile search for
gold, the blind stubbornness that prevented Columbus from speculating as to whether he
had discovered a new continent; but she also shows evidence that Columbus had an
almost uncanny and intuitive ability to read weather signs, ocean currents, and
winds-anything to do with the "art" of sailing.
These two books provide young readers with valuable "almost" first-hand accounts,
some translations of actual letters and agreements, and excellent research to document the
incredible feats and incredible troubles that surrounded the man whose voyages across
uncharted oceans opened up a new continent to the European community. You can use
these plus Meltzer's and Fritz's books for a whole new look at a unit on the discovery
of America.
-Lillian Heil

***
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Lorenz, Lee. Dinah's Egg.
Simon & Schuster Books, 1990. ISBN 0-671-68685-2. $13.95. Unpaginated.

Dinah's Egg could easily be subtitled, "The Adventures of a Dinosaur Egg." Dinah,
a charmingly goofy dinosaur, is waiting for her egg to hatch when suddenly it falls and
rolls away through the book, narrowly escaping digestion, scrambling, poaching, boiling,
cracking, and any number of other "eggciting" destinies, until it ends up safely back
where it started-and hatches.
The pictures are funny, the narrative is a cliff-hanger (sometimes literally!), and
young children (and their parents) are sure to have a good time with this tale.
-Robbin Olsen Major

B
Pre-2
PB

***

Lyon, Ella. Come a Tide. Illustrated by Stephen Gammell.
Orchard Books, 1990. ISBN 0-531-084S4-x. $14.95. Unpaginated.
This is a fun romp through the floods from the spring runoff in the back woods of
Kentucky. It begins after days of melting snows and constant rain when grandma says,
"It'll come a tide." Sure enough, it does. The family stays in their house as long as they
dare, but in the end, they, too, must jump into the truck and head for higher ground. As
they travel up the hill, they stop to offer a lift to other families. Each response reflects
a backwoodsy, casual approach to the disaster which makes it very humorous.
Grandma's tart colloquialisms add to the fun. After the rains stop, Dad says, "Water
up to the piano keys but the house is solid. What do we do now?" "If it was me,"
Grandma says, "I'd make friends with a shovel."
The illustrations are Stephen Gammell's rollicking, down home, dilapidated houses,
fields and mountains, and roughly dressed, happy people. (Even the pigs, floating down
river in the flood, do it with smiles on their faces!)
I really enjoyed this book ... loved the very positive, happy, "get it done" attitude
toward a natural disaster, and the helpful supportive attitude the people had toward each
other. Stephen Gammell's illustrations are excellent in portraying both of these.
-Kathe C. Homer

*

2+

PI

***
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McClung, Robert M. Hugh Glass, Mountain Man.
Morrow Junior Books, 1990. ISBN 0-688-08092-8. $12.95. 166 pp.
A
6+
Fl

Hugh Glass, ca 1780-1833 was the oldest man on the Rocky Mountain Fur
Company's ascent of the Missouri River in 1823. As the book opens, Glass is attacked
by a grizzly bear. John Fitzgerald and nineteen-year-old Jim Bridger are left to attend
the horribly mauled Glass. Because of the fear of imminent Indian attack, and perhaps
because they really believe that Glass is nearly dead, they abandon him. But he does not
die. Ultimately, he crawls to a settlement nearly two hundred miles away. In his burning
desire for revenge, he then makes some more incredible treks trying to find Fitzgerald
and Bridger. The story is compelling.
In addition, there are good maps that help us understand how long and dangerous the
treks really were. A number of contemporary paintings are reproduced in the book.
There is a really good section entitled "For Further Reading." This book is captivating
and attractive. One thing is funny/peculiar in the book and that is the expletive
consistently attributed to Glass. I do wonder about that.
- Thomas K. Hinckley

***

McKenzie, Ellen Kindt. Stargone John. Illustrated by William Low.
Henry Holt, 1990. ISBN 0-8050-1451-9. $13.95. 67 pp.
A
J -6
FI

Six-year-old John is so shy, he will only talk to his nine-year-old sister, Liz. In
addition to shyness, John is quietly stubborn about what he will or won 't do. When the
strict new teacher in their one-room school house tries to force him to comply with her
way of teaching, he refuses to learn. His desperate sister gets in trouble because she tries
to help. She fmally gets some assistance in solving John's problem from the gentle,
former school teacher that the community had let go because of her peculiar and
forthright ideas.
Ellen McKenzie, in only 67 pages, succeeds in creating memorable characters: the
gentle, quiet little boy; his fiercely protective sister; the dogmatic, overbearing teacher;
and the wise, compassionate, former teacher. McKenzie's strength is partly in her
dialogue which recreates the feeling of a small midwestern town at the tum of the
century.
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"The boy's plain stargone."
"Guess your head don't hold any more than a wet stocking holds water!"
"Pa says you can't get into a conversation with a knife blade and the words
flattened to slip in sideways. "
In addition to dialogue, her descriptions provide vivid pictures of what is happening
and how Liz, the narrator, feels.
"I hated Miss Vordig worse than wolf bait."
"It had to be Bradford Cronis, who I truly hated and I knew I'd have to kick
him come recess. "
Stargone John is the touching story of a six-year-old whose thoughts were deeper than
his parents or one strict teacher suspected. McKenzie has spun a timeless tale of a
teacher who understood John's needs and talents.
- Lillian Reil

***

Nikolayevich, Alexander. The Fool and the Fish. Illustrated by Gannady Spirin.
Dial Books, 1990. ISBN 0-8037-0681-0. $12.95 . Unpaginated.
The classic tale of a fool who catches a fish that grants wishes is retold in this
marvelously illustrated book. The story may be an old one, but the pictures are new and
will delight the eye. The illustrations, more accurately called paintings, are done by a
widely respected contemporary Soviet children's book artist. They are lavish and contain
lots of spectacular red colors. The minute detail makes them seem to be more like
photographs of actual happenings than the fantasy brought to life by the skill of an artist's
hand.
Picture books should not be looked at exclusively by pre-school or those beginning
to read, and this is a prime example of a book that will be enjoyed by those truly young
and those truly young at heart. A definite MUST SEE!
- Vicky M. Turner

A
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O'Dell, Scott. Island of the Blue Dolphins. Illustrated by Ted Lewin.
Houghton Mifflin, 1990. ISBN 0-395-53680-4. $12.95. 192 pp.
A
7+
FI

The vivid illustrations, done with watercolors, give a magical life to this new edition
of a well-beloved story which describes the life of a group of California coast Indians
trying to survive on the island of San Nicolas. O'Dell's story was first published in
1960-and it is pretty certain that copies of it are either missing or badly worn in most
young peoples' bookshelves.
The story is unusual and is based on a true story of Karana, who is called "Las
Woman of San Nicolas." Karana lived alone on the small island between 1835 and 1853
after the small group of her people had been killed by people who moved in on the
hunting available on the small island. They destroyed all living things on the island
except Karana and her dog-both of whom were well hidden. When the dog died,
Karana spent the rest of her life there, adjusting to her isolation, adjusting to the care of
the few wild creatures who were her companions, and gradually becoming serene and
loving in her heart.
In 1961, Scott O'dell's story was given the John Newberry Medal-after which he
deserted adult fiction writing-and wrote a number of books for young adults which have
become beloved. The Island of the Blue Dolphins has been translated into nineteen
languages. In 1976, the Children's Literature Association named it as one of the ten best
American children's books of the past two hundred years.
-Carol V. Oaks

***

Pilling, Ann. Before I Go to Sleep: Bible Stories, Poems, and Prayers for Children
Illustrated by Kady MacDonald Denton.
Crown Publishers, Inc., 1990. ISBN 0-517-58019-5. $15.99. 93 pp.
A
Pre+
Fl
PB

Divided into two parts ("The Old Testament" and "The New Testament"), Before
Go to Sleep: Bible Stories, Poems, and Prayers for Children would make a great book
to read to small children at bedtime. Some of the most popular Bible stories are
included: the creation, Moses in the bulrushes, David and Goliath, and Daniel in the
lion's den in the Old Testament section; and the birth of Jesus, the feeding of the 5,00
(" A Marvelous Picnic"), the prodigal son, and the crucifixion and resurrection, in the
New Testament (just to name a few). All of these stories are retold in a language that
children will understand and appreciate. Also included are poems that relate to the
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stories, some famous and some unknown. Even adults will appreciate the selections and
the relationship between the stories and poems.
Kady MacDonald Denton has created some splendid watercolor illustrations that lend
a touch of wonder to the text. Her people and animals are especially appealing. Also
included with the text are the references in the Bible where these stories can be found.
This book will be a welcome addition to a family'S religious book collection.
-Helen Hoopes

***

Precek, Katharine Wilson. Penny in the Road. Illustrated by Patricia Cullen Clark.
MacMillan, 1989. ISBN 0-02-774970-3. $14.95. Unpaginated.
A young boy, on his way to school in 1913, stoops to pull a penny from a mud
puddle and finds that it is dated 1793. The rest of the story contrasts the daily life of a
boy in 1793 with the life of a boy in 1913 ... as imagined by the more modern boy.
In a very gentle way, this book portrays two different eras of history. We realize that
the boy who found the penny recognizes its worth when the grocer offers him a shiny,
new, pearl handled jack-knife for it and the boy turns it down. (The grocer congratulates
him on his good sense.)
Cullen-Clark has used soft pastels, and the imagined people and actions of 1793
appear to be transparent, while the world of 1913 appears more solid and opaque. I
found this very effective.
-Kathe C. Homer

B
2+
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***

Ryan, Peter. Explorers and Mapmakers . Illustrated by Chris Molan.
E. P. Dutton, 1989. ISBN 0-525-67285-0. $14.95. 48 pp.
I cannot NOT recommend this book too highly. Let the journalists restrict their
disinformation to adult books. The book starts off with some social Darwinism on how
maps were invented that defies all known facts in the History of Cartography. Then
comes: Ptolemy without any mention of Eratosthenes. Then comes, "Our evidence is
an old map. It shows part of North America, with a note about Viking Discoveries. It
was drawn by a Swiss monk in about 1440, fifty years before Columbus crossed the
Atlantic." Sorry, but on the basis of work done at Yale University on the ink and the
paper, this map was drawn about 1929-about 400 years after Columbus. And if the
British author and editors want evidence from home, then recall that Eva Taylor, at the
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beginning of the decade-long controversy over this map, pointed out that the map was a
fake because it is enclosed in an ellipse several centuries before the ellipse was invented.
The standing swell pattern is not "waves. " The description of dead reckoning is jumbled.
Most of the ships are not correctly drawn. Captain Cook gets a map of the Pacific Ocean
without any routes. Etc., etc., etc., etc., etc. , etc. , etc., etc., etc., etc.
Let me tell it how it is: Eratosthenes measured the circumference of the earth in such
a simple straightforward way that fourth grade students can check his work. If you take
the modern distance from Aswan to Alexandria-492 statue miles-and use that to avoid
the debates over the length of the stade, we come out at 24,600 statue miles, which is
within a couple hundred miles of the presently accepted polar circumference of24,859.82
statute miles.
Columbus used the Trade Winds to sail west to the New World and the Westerly
Winds to sail home. He had discovered this persistent pattern before he ever sailed west.
His mistake was that he believed Ptolemy's 18,000 mile circumference for the earth. Had
he believed Eratosthenes's circumference, he would not have tried. Grade school students
will love Bjorn Landstom's biography of Columbus.
Captain Cook was the first man to be able to find the same island twice in the Pacific.
He could do this because on the last two voyages he had the chronometer made by
Larcum Kendall after the archetype made by Harrison that made it possible to accurately
determine longitude, which had not been possible before. Harrison was building clocks
that were accurate within plus or minus one second in a hundred days. No one else has
been able to match that rate with a mechanical clock operating in the atmosphere.
If students are interested in mapping and exploration, The Rand McNally World Atlas
of Exploration is accurate and well done. For junior and high school students, John
Noble Wilford's The Mapmakers: The Story of the Great Pioneers in Cartography-From
Amiquity to the Space Age is stunning.
-Thomas K. Hinckley

***

Sibley, Brian. The Land of Narnia: Brian Sibley Explores the World of C. S. Lewis.
Illustrated by Pauline Baynes.
Harper & Row, 1989. ISBN 0-06-025626-5. $19.95. 96 pp.
A
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As a rule, I do not particularly enjoy books about books because I always think that
the privileged position of reader gives one an edge over any author. Fortunately, Sibley
weaves a lot of biographical detail and background information into this book about
Namia, which makes it very readable. For instance, he reports that Lewis said that he
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wrote his children's books because, "People won't write the books I want, so I have to
do it for myself. . . . "
I found the chapters entitled, "A Deeper Magic" and "The Story Which Goes on
Forever" to be especially interesting. Lewis wrote a young reader, "I'm so thankful that
you realized the 'hidden story' in the Narnian books. It is odd, children nearly always
do, grown-ups hardly ever." Two days before he died, Lewis wrote, "It's a funny thing
that all the children who have written to me see at once who Asian is, and grown-ups
never do . " While much of the book is the retelling of the six Chronicles along with
profuse illustration, it is all the additional information and material that makes this an
interesting book. I think that this book would be especially used in library collections.
- Thomas K. Hinckley

***

Smith, Sherwood. Wren to the Rescue.
Jane Yolen Books Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1990. ISBN 0-15-200975-2. $15.95.
216 pp.
Wren to the Rescue tells about an orphan girl, Wren, who is both a survivor and a
dreamer. When her best friend turns out to be a princess and is kidnapped by an evil
magician-king, Wren joins forces with a prince and an apprentice magician to save her
friend. It's a cliff hanging adventure that pushes each young rescuer to his limits and
highlights the indomitable personality of Wren , the girl, and part of the time of Wren,
the funny-looking mutt.
You'll enjoy the distinctive personalities of the young rescue team-Tyron the skinny,
sharp boned boy who thought his mentor was bullheaded and risked his position as a
student to defy his teacher; the irrepressible, energetic, practical Wren who didn't know
her ability to learn magic was unusual; and the handsome Prince Connor whose reputation
for bumbling at magic covered his uncanny ability to communicate with animals.
The pace of the story never lets up and if you enjoy fantasy, this may be one you will
want to sit up all night to read. I hope Sherwood Smith will give us more books about
Wren's ability to survive adventures much worse than any she had ever play-acted.
-Lillian Heil
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St. George, Judith. The White House: Cornerstone of a Nation.
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1990. ISBN 0-399-22186-7. $16.95. 160 pp.
t\

.:I +
NF

Judith st. George's title The White House: Cornerstone of a Nation, intrigued me .
Her interesting account, amply supported by old drawings, maps and photographs, gives
the history of the building, rebuilding, renovating, decorating, and redecorating of the
building that has housed all the Presidents of the United Sates since John Adams who
moved in in November, 1800.
The remarkable part about this book is that st. George has succeeded in recounting
important events in history with the White House as the center of the stage. Indeed, th
White House becomes the protagonist because the author selected times in history tha
were important in and of themselves, but also which dramatically affected the building
The reader feels personally involved with Washington's efforts to pick a site and an
architect who would bring to fruition his ideas of a house that would symbolize the Nation
to the American people. You take sides in the political battle between the anti-Federalist
who thought the plans were too "royal" and those who wanted the house to be a grand
palace. You root for the rebuilding of the White House after the British burned it in th
War of 1812. I was surprised to discover that most of the outer shell had to be replaced
because the stones were split by the water damage after the fire, and from standin
roofless for two winters. It's both funny and tragic to realize that people woul
practically carry the White House off when Andrew Jackson made it, and himself
available to anyone at all hours. Lincoln's tragic assassination, Theodore Roosevelt'
ability to dramatize everything he did, the isolation of Woodrow Wilson, and Frankli
Delano Roosevelt's efforts to cover his paralysis-all show different aspects of th
personality of the White House and the changes made to adapt to each President's needs
I'm impressed with St. George's ability to make history come alive through the lif
of a building-a building that all Americans can be proud of because, as Washington had
hoped, it symbolizes us as a Nation.
-Lillian Hei

***

Slepian, Jan. Risk II' Roses.
Philomel Books, 1990. ISBN 0-399-22219-7. $14.95. 175 pp.
[3
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Skip and her family have moved to the Bronx suburbs so that her mentally
handicapped sister, Angela, can attend a special school. All of her life, Skip has been
saddled with part of the responsibility of looking after Angela. She must keep her safe
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hen they are outside playing, and she is required to include her in most of her activities
ith her friends. In this new neighborhood, Skip sees a chance to escape her sister when
he meets and instantly adores Jean. Jean is the leader of the block, other girls look to
er for guidance and ideas for fun. When Jean starts a "Dare Club," each girl must
erform one task that requires courage on her part. At times, Jean carries the dares to
uch extremes that Skip is uncomfortable, but her desire to be part of the group is the
ore over-riding force. When Angela interferes with Skip's life, again, it is the last
raw and she does not try to stop Jean from issuing Angela a dare-a dare that will ruin
n old man's flowers and memories of his family who have all been killed in
oncentration camps. Skip finds the courage to stop Angela before the garden is
ompletely ruined, but not before making some hard decisions about family, friendship,
nd loyalty.
Although the characters in this book seem cruel at times, life ofttimes is really that
ay. The desire to belong, to be part of a group, sometimes overrides our better
dgment, even our sense of right and wrong. Many children will see themselves in Skip
s she tries to make decisions about her life. Many will make the same mistakes Skip
oes, but there is always the hope that they, too, will also realize they must be first true
o themselves before they can be part of the group.
-Vicky M. Turner

***

Steiner, Barbara. Ghost Cave.
Harcourt Brace, 1990. ISBN 0-15-230752-4. $13.95. 135 pp.
Mark is unhappy, and his father is distant and worried. Mark's mother is in a
anatorium trying to recuperate from tuberculosis. Mark needs to escape from a home
hat was once happy and so he turns to his favorite pass-time-searching for Indian relics.
Although the area is not the vast treasure trove of relics that it once was, a nearby
university is offering $50.00 to anyone who can find a new site. Mark and two of his
riends, Hermie and Eddie, decide not only do they need the money, but the search will
lso allow them to be together a good deal of the time. Mark's dog, Bluedog, even
becomes part of the excitement that the boys generate. While searching for rabbits to
hase, Bluedog falls into a cave-a cave where the boys make an unforgettable discovery:
he grave of an Indian boy about their age. The cave is vast, and hoping it may hold
more graves, the boys intensify their search, only to learn, after lunch, that they are
ompletely lost underground.
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The story is set in Arkansas in 1954. It deals not only with the lives of the boys and
their families, but also with the issue of collecting artifacts. The drama of being lost,
completely lost underground, is the surface theme of the story and one that will draw
many a reader. But the story implies a need to preserve our heritage. It once was the
philosophy that every relic belonged in a museum where it could be studied and looked
at. This story deals, subtly, with preserving as well as caring about our country's history
and legacy.
-Vicky M. Turner

***

Tafuri, Nancy. Follow Me.
Greenwillow, 1990. ISBN 0-688-08773-6. $13.95. Unpaginated.
13
Pre
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A small seal wanders through his seashore world, under the guidance and protection
of his mother. He sees and experiences much in this short wordless book. The little seal
seems to be most interested in a red crab that is making it's way to the sea, over rocks,
past birds, into lagoons, and finally home to a family of startled crabs that rush into the
sea. When the little seal turns and realizes that mother was there protecting him, he, too,
returns with his mother to his seal family.
The pictures are marvelous, as usual. The story is, however, a bit vague and takes
several looks (or reading the blurb) to figure out-or am I just dense?
-Vicky M. Turner

***

Titherington, Jeanne. A Child's Prayer.
Greenwillow Books, 1989. ISBN 0-688-08318-8. $13.95. Unpaginated.
A-
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Jeanne Titherington is a minister's wife who has written many books for children.
This book, A Child's Prayer, is depicted with illustrations of a young boy preparing to
go to sleep at night. According to the book jacket, the "prayer is a part of his life. He
makes no distinction between play and prayer for both are central to his being." The
book is based on a scripture from Revelations 4:6-8 and assigns the Lion to Mark, the
Ox to Luke, the Man to Matthew, and the Eagle to John. These fou r creatures-all of
them toys-surround the bed of the little boy as he begins his prayers.
The illustrations are wo derful. Using soft pastels, Titherington has created a real
little boy whose laugh can almost be heard. This child is totally believable, but is also
a little mystic-because of the softness of the colors. His bed clothes are lumpy; his love
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for his toys, evident; and his sleep, deep. This book will help put any little one to sleep.

It is a lovely book for children.

***

- Helen Hoopes

Wallace, Bill. The Christmas Spurs.
Holiday House, 1990. ISBN 0-8234-0831-0. $13.95. 121 pp.
Nick and his family are facing some hard times. Nick's little brother, Jimmy, has just
been diagnosed as having leukemia. At first, the boys do not understand what is
happening as they find their parents crying, staring off into another world, or being
unduly quiet. Together, the boys struggle to understand what is happening and what will
happen to Jimmy. They support each other and their love grows stronger. When Jimmy
does finally die of the disease, Nick is left to struggle on his own to accept what has
happened. It is not until Christmas when he can give Jimmy a special present that he
comes to term with his grief.
This is not one of Bill Wallace's usual light-hearted, slap-stick stories, but it is as
well-written. Books dealing with death and dying are not as easy to read or to
recommend as those that end happily, but this will be high on my list of books to steer
readers to. Even if a child is not presently facing this issue, they always have questions,
even if unvoiced, about the subject. This book deals with love and loss in a
compassionate and tender way.
-Vicky M. Turner

A
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Wrede, Patricia C. Dealing With Dragons.
Jane Yolen Books Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1990. ISBN 0-15-222900-0. $15.95.
212 pp.
Wrede has created a raven haired, unorthodox princess named Cimorene who hates
court life so much that she sneaks away from lessons on etiquette to take fencing lessons,
Latin, economics, magic, and cooking. Her royal parents stop her lessons and arrange
a marriage to a blond, blue-eyed prince who is as boring as the rest of the court
trappings. Cimorene runs away, and with a bit of magical advice from a talking frog,
gets a job as the princess of the local dragon, Kazul. Now, mind you, it really isn't
proper for a princess to volunteer to work for a dragon; princesses are supposed to be
stolen by dragons and rescued by princes. Consequently, Cimorene has her hands full
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getting rid of princes who come to rescue her, finding out why wizards are sneaking
around in dragon country where they aren't supposed to be, helping princesses who want
to be rescued, and dealing with a dragon whose ambition has turned him into a murderer
and a traitor. Cimorene is a princess who loves adventure and finds a way to always be
at the center of the excitement in the enchanted forest.
Wrede has created a practical, energetic young lady who successfully circumvents all
the people in her life who try to tell her "It's simply not done!" whenever Cimorene
wants to do something that sounds interesting to her. By making all the inhabitants of
court sound thoughtless and vain, Cimorene, the cherry jubilee loving dragon, Kazul , and
Moren (the witch who lends her crepe pan to Cimorene for gourmet meals) sound
sensible, practical and compassionate. They are a trio capable of solving the problems
of the enchanted forest and have fun doing it. References to fairy tale characters add to
the credibility of fantasy and provide bits of surprising humor, e.g. the prince lamenting
over his failure to do great and wondrous deeds tells how his classmates have already
become famous: "George started killing dragons right away and Art went straight home
and pulled some sort of magic sword out of a rock. "
At the conclusion of the book, Cimorene, true to her character, is happily thinking
about all the adventures awaiting her in the future. One small warning-if Cimorene
continues to only seek adventures in books to come, Wrede will have to figure out a way
for her to avoid sounding like Nancy Drew of the enchanted forest who solves the
problems but doesn't grow or change herself.
-Lillian Reil

***

Yolen, Jane. The Dragon's Boy.
Harper & Row, 1990. ISBN 0-06-026790-9. $13.89. 120 pp.
A
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Taken in by Sir Ector and Lady Marion as an impoverished foundling, Artos is
unaware of his true heritage. While searching for the hound, Boadie, in the fens around
Sir Ector's castle, Artos finds a cave, "... an unprepossessing black hole in the rock .
. . ,n and decides to explore further for as he reasons: "... if you're the youngest and
the slightest, what else do you have of any use except imagination and curiosity?"
In the cave dwells an ancient dragon who tells young Artos that "in order to gain
wisdom, [he] must learn to read inter linea" or between the lines. The dragon is really
an illusion created by the apothecary, Old Linn whom we know as Merlin the Magician .
Fascination with the Arthurian legend continues with this right-of-passage tale as
Artos follows his destiny to become Arthur Pendragon, King of all England and founder

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1990

25

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 11 [1990], Iss. 5, Art. 3
hildren's Book Review 31
of the Round Table. All ages of readers will relate to Artos' imagined fears and applaud
his decision to listen to truth, no matter in what guise its teacher may appear.
-Sirpa Grierson
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